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THE KOSIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN KOREA
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The Path of the Gospel, Walking together in harmony with Intergeneration
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To recover and return to the faith and life worthy of the Gospel
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The five practices of Christian life as Kosin believers
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Personal, the believer works hard to maintain a personal relationship with God and a
healthy spirituallife at church and work.
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Family, the believer establishes the family's faith(Jacob’s Table) as the whole
household worships together.
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The church, the believer becomes the salt and the light in the world through
evangelism and community service thatis rooted in love.
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General Assembly, the believer prays and supports the 10 departments of headquater
within the General Assembly and 3 educational school corporations.
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The world, the believer devotes time in the construction of the Reformed Church and
the peaceful reunification of North and South Korea.
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Identity concept explanation
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The Path of the Gospel, Walking together in harmony with Intergeneration
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The topic of the 63rd General Assembly was Let Us Walk Together in the Path of

the Gospel. Last June, Kosin General Assembly commemorated its 60th anniversary

FI

while the KPC General Assembly commemorated its 100th in September. This year
marks the 61st year of Kosin General Assembly and 101th year of the KPC General
Assembly. As we continue forward with the 63rd General Assembly meeting, there

are specific responsibilities we must carry out.
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The Path of the Gospel 1: History
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The Path of Gospel is that Jesus’ disciples followed the path of the same gospel

which Christ Jesus paved through His death and resurrection(l cor 15: 1- 4)_ Paul
declares that it is the gospel of Christ that ensures salvation and demonstrates God's

power.
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Our fathers in the faith were not ashamed of the path they walked even at the
cost of their lives. Although Abel, Abraham, Martin Luther, and Calvin have passed
away, their faithfulness continues to encourage us as we walk in the path of the

gospel. (Heb 11:4)
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Through past missionaries, our ancestors were introduced to the gospel 130

years ago and continued to walk the path of faith. Even during the Japanese Invasion,



Reverend Nam-Sun Ju and Sang-Dong Han refused to enshrine other gods; instead,
they persistently walked down the path of the gospel. Reverend Ki-Chul Ju gave up
his life to maintain his faith to God, and Missionary Bu-sun Han praised God even
while imprisoned with fellow believers. During the Korean War, Reverend Yang-Won

Son lost his two sons to the North Koreans, yet refused to cease to worship God.
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However, in September of 1952, these ministers who refused to enshrine
other gods were removed from the Presbyterian General Assembly. In past WWII
Germany, the pastors who supported Hitler were removed from their General
Assembly for 5 years. However, the pastors in Korea who enshrined Japanese gods
were instructed to pray and repent for a period of 4 years. In a dramatic turn of
events, in September of 1952, those ministers who refused to enshrine the Japanese
gods were removed from the Presbyterian General Assembly. Since then, Kosin has

been part of a movement that calls for an authentic life of faith and purity under the

principles of Reformed theology and Reformed faith.
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Looking back at the history of faith of Kosin General Assembly, people have
made mistakes and have been criticized by others due to human deficiencies and
vulnerabilities. Thus, even though we have been obediently walking in the path of

the gospel, no one can boast about where we are now without Christ's love, grace, and

provision.
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The Path of the Gospel 2 : Responsibility
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Today, Korean churches face many trials and challenges. There are cults and
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anti-Christian forces as well as religious pluralism and relativism that distort
the authority and integrity of the Bible. These oppositions are against our goal of
understanding the direction of ministry for the next generation. Moreover, hedonism
and materialism deteriorate contemporary beliefs while the churches are becoming
more political. Similarly, churches idolize the world and compromise to its value

system. However, the time has come to walk the path of the true gospel.
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To the leaders of Kosin Churches, it is our solemn duty, as followers of Christ,
to maintain the purity of the gospel and spread the eternal truth among churches
in Korea and throughout all nations. Just as the book of Romans emphasizes on

inheriting the evangelical faith and then caring out the belief, the mission of our
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Kosin churches is to recover and return to the faith and life worthy of the gospel.
Thus, the path of Kosin is the path of the gospel. It is only when Kosin churches walk
in this righteous path that we have done our universal responsibility. Let us have this

assurance and walk together mightily in the righteous path of God.
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What is "evangelical faith"?
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First, it is a God-centered faith. This Calvinist principle emphasizes God's

¢

absolute sovereignty(Romans 9:11) T firmly believe that God is glorified when everything
comes from Him, through Him and to Him(Romans 11:36)_ Therefore, God has chosen

us and holds a special place so that we may declare His kingship(1 Peter 2:9),

@ ;'L_'__,]g]. Ex]—g} A] ‘_1 % HH %H,]r,]-(A] 119:105, §5-3:15-17),

Second, it is a Bible-centered faith. God calls us to put faith in His Word as
the only rule and guide of our lives. When He commands us to go, we go; when He
commands us to leave, we leave. We only live and die according to the Word of faith.
Therefore, we must reject all kinds of non-biblical, non-Reformed theology, theology
of liberalism and neo- orthodoxy, as well as syncretism and rejecting of the theology

Of indigenization(PSalm 119:105, 2 Tim 3:15-17)'
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Third, it is a church-centered faith. Calvin said that the church is God's center
stage in His Kingdom work(Ephesians 1:23). We believe in one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic Church. We also believe that spiritual kingship of Christ is the universal
kingship. Such spiritual sovereignty appears through the church's rightful bible
proclamation, just execution of the sacraments, and faithful execution of church

discipline.
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This evangelical faith is demonstrated by a reasonable lifestyle(Philippians 1:27),

Thus, an evangelical life is described as the following:
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First, the evangelical life starts from a personal recovery in faith. Each of us
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needs to restore his life to the pursuit of a holy and clean conscience before God(Coram
Deo), Just as the Kosin tradition pursues the purity of the church and life, let us
reject the contaminated notions of the secular world; instead, let us continue to be
dedicated to our traditional and biblical values--such as tithing and keeping the Holy

Sabbath-- and pass it down to the next generation(Romans 12:1-2),
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Second, the evangelical life restores the church. The central task of the church
is in worship and in proclaiming the worship-centered gospel. Therefore, we must
actively defend and pursue traditional worship and prayer(Acts 2:46, Hebrew 10:25) As
the body of Christ, let us seek to restore and overcome divisions and conflicts and
maintain a righteous order by worshipping and gaining His knowledge, evangelizing

and engaging in missions, and sharing and serving faithfully.
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Third, the evangelical life recovers the community. As the salt and the light of
the world, let us seek after a holy restoration for the community in which we live and

emit God's love through our service and love. We must emulate Christ by example

especially in the field of politics and the rapidly changing culture and education.
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Fourth, the evangelical life unifies Korean believers around the world including
North Korea and Korean Diaspora. Although there were past conflicts within our
people shown in the Korean War and various religious conflicts, the leaders must

repent, pray, and promote a vision of a kingdom of priests that God will unify North

and South Korea for His glory.
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Fifth, the evangelical life emphasizes walking in the path of the gospel. As
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B
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Korean churches pray for the unification of Korea, the evangelical believer yearns for
the recovery of all nations as individuals and communities of faith. A person living
the evangelical life, even though with prophetic pessimism, seeks the expansion of
God's kingdom and prays that His glory will prevail across the earth as people preach
and believe the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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The Path of the Gospel 3: Five Practices of Faith
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In summary, our evangelical faith and evangelical life will ultimately restore our

lives in the following areas:
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First, the believer works hard to maintain a personal relationship with God and

a healthy spiritual life at church and work (personal).

S, & 7FE0] dAISh= 7l (OFEe] AEh 2 41942 B7HE AT H).
Second, the believer establishes the family's faith(Jacob’s Table) as the whole
household worships together (family).

AR, B3 = o ARl S AR AR O] A= Allde] Wit o] Erh (I s).

Third, the believer becomes the salt and the light in the world through

evangelism and community service that is rooted in love (the church).

A, o2 5-0] A 7 FAfe Sl Al 71 ehe 13l 71 =stal AL 3hehE2)).
Fourth, the believer prays and supports the 10 departments of headquater within

the General Assembly and 3 educational school corporations. (General Assembly).

15



OHAA, HE5-0] H3hgdat 7 o] A L E] A4S 18l FAIRHA).
Fifth, the believer devotes time in the construction of the Reformed Church and

the peaceful reunification of North and South Korea. (the world)
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I would like to offer these as the five rules of Christian life as Kosin believers.
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The Path of the Gospel 4: The Path of the Gospel, Walking together in harmony with
intergeneration.
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Also, this evangelical path has to be a beautiful journey that the intergeneration

seek together.
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Here, the term " intergeneration " holds two meanings.
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First, we are now the “Third Generation” of the Kosin General Assembly.

N

The first generation, or the first 30 years of Kosin history, was the time of our

establishment. Although the generation Kosin members faced many trials during the

16



colonial period under Japanese rule and the Korean War, faithful believers paved the
path of the gospel and laid the foundation of Kosin General Assembly. The second
generation was the next 30 years, a time in which we experienced both growth and
conflicts. As we commemorate the 63rd establishment of the General Assembly, we
have embarked on our journey as the third generation. As we do so, we must reflect

and respect what the people in the past have done and move forward.
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“Intergeneration” could also refer to the family structure, in which
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intergeneration reside together. As we experience longer life expectancy and lower
birth rates, we wonder how we are going to pass on our beliefs to the children. As all
intergeneration reside together in the church and home, let us walk the path of the

gospel together by worshipping in the household.
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What does it mean to be on a journey together in harmony as the

“Intergeneration”?
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First, we must establish a proper checks and balances system in the Presbyterian

i

Church. Let us not forget that an extremely authoritative institution will quickly
become corrupt. We must keep in mind that the General Assembly Standing
Cooperation Committee has the right to equal with the standing committee in
session(General Assembly Rule Chapter 12 Section 12) and walk together with the same spirit
and same support(2cor 12:18), The way of this ministry is one in which ministers,
elders, and members walk along the same path in unison. We must walk in unison
whether we belong to a small church, big church, new church, rural church, are
missionaries or are a retired minister. It is my hope that the General Assembly this
year will be engaged in lively discussions about the need of supporting the minimum
wages of ministers and quick changes for self-supporting of the non self - supporting

church. .
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Second, I would like to encourage the General Assembly affiliated churches and
organizations, in particular the Kosin University, Kosin University Gospel Hospital
and Korea Theological Seminary to unify together than ever before. Let us avoid any

friction and antagonism. Let us pray for each of the three organizations.
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Third, the path of the Gospel is the only way to pursue the uniqueness of the
Gospel within a society with diverse religions. At the same time, it is the way to have
an active interaction and a united relationship with the traditional denominations

in Korea. Furthermore, let us run this journey for God's kingdom together with the

18



Korean churches in other nations and international organizations such as ICRC.
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Fourth, let us serve the neighbors who are usually marginalized such as the
elderly people living alone, teenagers without parents, single mothers, refugees,
foreign workers, and multicultural families. Let us strive to help them and walk the
path of God with them. Let us follow the example of Paul in service and remember

that there is more blessing that comes with giving than receiving(Acts 20:35),
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Dear fellow servants of the Lord, the path of the gospel is the way of salvation
in which Kosin Churches need to walk as it is the eternal gateway to the abundant
life. The path that we have been walking for intergeneration is not one that we are
ashamed of. As we walk this path with the Spirit, let us experience God's new mercy
and grace(lam. 5:21) T pray that doxology of Paul will reside in our assembly. To the

only wise God, who has made his command known through prophetic writings, be
glory forever through Jesus Christ!(Rom. 16:26-17) Hallelujah!
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